
THE LIBRARY CHRONICLE.

Xtbran? notes ant> flews.
The Editor earnestly begs that librarians and others will send to

Mm early and accurate information as to all local Library doings. The
briefest record of facts and dates is all that is required.

In course of time "Library Notes and News" mill become of the
utmost value to the historian of the Public Library movement, and it is
therefore of the highest importance that every paragraph should be
vouched for by local knowledge. Brief written paragraphs are better
than newspaper cuttings.

ABERDEEN.—A remarkable case has been tried in Aberdeen Small
Debt Court The Public Library Committee sued James M'Bain for the
delivery of voL i. of May's Constitutional History of England or alter-
nately, for payment of 7s. 6d. For the defence, it was urged, on the
facts of the case, that M'Bain did not sign the application for the book,
that although he authorised his daughter to sign for him to get a ticket
she had never got the ticket, and that the ticket as well as the book
must have been given to some other person. In his evidence, however,
Mr. M'Bain said he had now reason to believe that the signature was
that of his daughter, although he had not previously thought so. The
sheriff took the case to avizandum. Since the case was before the court,
however, some curious discoveries have been made. It so happens that
two persons of the name of M'Bain, and only two, are holders of readers'
tickets for the library. Whether both M'Bains were attracted—perhaps
by passing events—to a study of constitutional history and both wanted
to peruse the same work is not yet very clear, but at any rate the other
M'Bain got the book, and the defender in the small debt action turns out
to be right in his first surmise—that the signature on the application
form was neither his nor his daughter's. And the Committee, though
the defender himself was not aware of it, had the wrong man in court
after alL The book has now been recovered, in the possession, of course,
of the other M'Bain, and the court proceedings, inasmuch as they were
instituted against the wrong party, will be dropped. The complication is
attributed to the practice which obtains in Aberdeen, as in some other
places, under which parties filling up application forms freely fill in the
names of persons as guarantors who have never been consulted on the
subject. It is probable that, in order to put a stop to the practice, the
Library Committee will insist in future on guarantors personally affixing
their signature.

ASTON, BIRMINGHAM.—At the Aston District Council on July and,
there was a heated discussion on the subject of " blacking-out" betting
news from the newspapers of the free library, occasioned by a propo-
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sition to discontinue the practice. Two members threatened to resign if
the motion were passed. In the end it was defeated.

BLACKPOOL.—New premises for the free library and reading room
at Blackpool were opened on March 25th, by the Mayor (Alderman F. H.
Parkinson), who commented upon the custom which prevails in some other
towns of blacking-out betting news in newspapers in the reading rooms.
He said he was glad that the Blackpool Committee had not done anything
of that sort. To black out portions of newspapers was insulting to
readers who visited the rooms, and equivalent to the Committee saying
that readers were not capable of judging for themselves. He resented
any such action as interference with the liberty of the subject. Mr. E.
Leigh, a member of the Committee, in seconding a vote of thanks to the
Mayor, touched upon the great discretion which had to be exercised by
the Book-choosing Committee. He said there were many books issued
at the present time whose authors were foremost writers of the day,
and in which were contained great and noble lessons. But those lessons
were only perceived by people who had had some mental training, and
whose education was in some degree finished. From the surface of
these books, an injurious effect could be created upon the excitable
natures of the young people, and the greatest carefulness was therefore
necessary in selecting books for a library open to children of so low an
age as 13 years.

BRADFORD.—Mr. Jacob Moser has purchased and presented to the
Bradford Free Library the library of the late Mr. James Hanson, for
many years chairman of the Bradford School Board. The collectior
comprises about 12,000 volumes.

CARDIFF.—The Mayor of Cardiff on July 1st, performed the cere-
mony of relaying the foundation stone of the free library, which had
been removed from its original position and set back about thirteen
inches to widen Working Street in connection with the extension of the
library. The stone was originally laid on October 27th, 188a

DERBY.—On July 1st, there was opened in connection with the
Derby Free Library, a lending department for the exclusive use of
children. A room which adjoins the large Reference Library has been
appropriately fitted up, and the shelves contain all the juvenile literature.
This department is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
from 4 o'clock to 7.30; on Wednesdays from 12 to I, and on Saturdays
from 10.30 to 1.30.

The Derby Free Library Committee have decided to establish a
branch library at the Rosehill end of the town.

GLASGOW.—An Edinburgh correspondent of the Glasgow Herald
dismayed at the prospect of an interminable series of Gilford Trustees
lectures, "year after year, away through the decades and down the
centuries, upon the same prescribed topic, ' Natural Theology,"1 suggests
the establishment by the trust of a free theological library in, say, three
or four important Scottish cities.

HALTON near LEEDS.—At a parish meeting held on July 5th, the
Public Libraries Acts were adopted. The penny rate will only produce
£50 a year.

ILPORD, ES3EX.—The Public Libraries Acts have been adopted
here.

 at U
niversity of B

irm
ingham

 on June 8, 2015
http://library.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


2i8 The Library.

KESWIOK.- The late Mr. H. Hewetson, who died on May 30th, has
left £200 a year to the Keswick Library and Reading Room, to be paid
during the life time of certain legatees. At the death of the last of them
the library is to receive the sum of £.4,000.

LIVERPOOL.—The Central Lending Library, William Brown Street,
was opened on June 20th. There has not previously been a lending de-
partment in a central position. The foundation stone of the new " North
End " Lending Library, St. Domingo Road, to replace the present one in
Great Nelson Street, was laid by Lord Hanley on July 5.

LONDON: BETHNAL GREEN.—The Countess of Radnor's Ladies'
String Hand and Chorus, numbering about 160 performers, gave a con-
cert on June 27th, at the People's Palace in aid of the funds of the Bethnal
Green free Library.

LONDON: BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.—The Library
of the Association now contains over 7,000 volumes.

LONDON : BROMLEY.—A new branch library, intended to supply
the needs of the South Bromley District, was opened on April 24th, by Mr.
Passmore Edwards.

LONDON: LIBRARY OF THE MUSEUM OF PRACTICAL
GEOLOGY, JERMYN STREET.—Mr. Thomas William Newton, the
Assistant Librarian, after nearly thirty-five years' service, has retired
from office under the Treasury Order relating to age. In his private
capacity, Mr. Newton had for a long period acted as librarian to Sir
John Lubbock, Bart, at High Elms, Famborough. He had also
formerly been temporarily connected with the library of Mr. Charles
Darwin, at Down, and that of Mr. Frederic Ouvry, in Queen Anne Street.
We are sure that Mr. Newton's many friends in the L.A.U.K. and others
will cordially wish him a long and happy enjoyment of the otium cum
dignitate he has so honourably earned.

LONDON : GUILDHALL.—At the meeting of the Court of Common
Council on July 25th, the Library Committee brought up a report on the
letter of the Bishop of Stepney (Dr. Browne), asking whether in the
event of the Philological Library of the late Prince Louis Lucien
Bonaparte being acquired by public subscription or otherwisej the Cor-
poration would be willing to accept its custody with a view to its preser-
vation in the Guildhall Library. They recommended that the library,
if so acquired, should be accepted, and that £3 Jo should be expended in
making certain alterations in the library for its reception. This was
agreed to. The Times of the same day contained an interesting article
on Prince Lucien Bonaparte's Library, which it estimated to be worth
about /4,00a

LONDON : HAMPSTEAD.—A curious hitch has occurred at Hamp-
stcad between the vestry and the Public Library Commissioners, which
has resulted in seven of the nine gentlemen forming the latter body
resigning office. In March, 1893, 'he ratepayers of Hampstead adopted
the 1'ublic Libraries Act on the first occasion of a poll being taken, and
the Hampstead Vestry appointed nine commissioners to carry out the
provisions of the Act. The commissioners purchased a site for a central
library, took over the management of a free reading room in the old part
of Hainpstead, established a branch free reading room and lending
library in Priory Road, Kilburn, and established an open air station for
exhibiting daily newspapers in rotation throughout the week in another
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portion of the parish. For the central library building they proposed to
expend a sum not exceeding ^9,000. The vestry having the power to
give or refuse its sanction to the proposed expenditure of the commis-
sioners claimed the right of being consulted with reference to the proposed
central library. Mr. Henry Harben, J.P., chairman of the vestry, pre-
sented £3,500 to the vestry towards the cost of the central library build-
ing, and offered to increase that generous gift to ,£5,000 provided that
not more than that sum was expended for such a building. In this he
was supported by the vestry as against the commissioners, who maintain
that a building worthy of the parish cannot be erected for that amount.
The vestry have applied to the Local Government Board for power to
take over the duties of the Library Commissioners, and this action has
been followed, as mentioned above, by seven of the nine commissioners
announcing their resignation.

LONDON : SOUTH HORNSEY.—The local District Board, at its
monthly meeting on June 12th, appointed a Committee to consider the
question of adopting the Library Act It was announced that in the event
of the adoption of the Act, the Committee of the Finsbury Park Free
Library would hand over their collection, free of debt, to the authority.

LONDON: SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM.—The Vice-
President of the Council has promoted Mr. J. Barrett to be keeper of
the Science and Education Library at the South Kensington Museum,
in succession to Mr. King, lately superannuated.

MAIDSTONE.—Mr. Alfred Watkinson, Assistant Librarian of the
Museum and Public Library, Maidstone, has been appointed Librarian
of the Gravesend Public Library, in succession to Mr. F. W. T. Lange,
resigned.

NOTTINGHAM.—The Town Council has increased the grant for
the support of the Branch Public Libraries and Reading Rooms, by the
sum of ,£500 per annum. This brings up the grant beyond the penny
rate up to £2,000 a year. Several months ago the Town Council refused
permission to close one of the branches, which the Committee proposed
to do on account of the annual grant being insufficient to maintain in a
state of efficiency the thirteen branches in their charge.

PLYMOUTH.—Extensive and much-needed structural alterations are
being carried out at the Plymouth Free Library, according to a scheme
devised by the librarian, Mr. Wright

PRESTON.—There has lately been removed to the new Harris Free
Library and Museum at Preston, the contents of what is known as the
Shepherd Libraryj which was bequeathed in 1759 by Dr. Shepherd to the
Preston Corporation, in trust for the benefit of the townspeople. The
collection contains many rare and valuable works. The board of man-
agement have from time to time added many useful books to the collec-
tion, which is still open to those who hold a recommendation from the
Mayor or an Alderman of the borough.

RHYL.—The Rhyl District Council have instructed their General
Purposes Committee to formulate a scheme for a Public Library for
the town.

ST. FILLANS.—The Sandison Library at this Perthshire village was
opened on July 9th.

8T00KT0N-0N-TEES.—The Stockton-on-Tees Corporation, on
May 7th, decided to adopt the recommendation of their Committee that bet-
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ting news should be eliminated from four North Country newspapers at the
free public library in Stockton. It was urged that the readers of betting
intelligence prevented the perusal of general news, but there was con-
siderable opposition on the ground that if betting news were eliminated
so should also be Stock Exchange quotations and reports of charges of
immorality. It was also urged that the proposal interfered with the
rights of the public

SWANSEA.—Mr. Deffat Francis, who is eighty years of age, has
resigned the honorary curatorship of the public library and museum. He
has been a munificent benefactor to the library.

THORNLIEBANK, N.B.— The memorial stone of the public library
which is being erected at Thornliebank to commemorate the late Mr.
Alexander Crum was laid on July 27th with Masonic honours by Bra
Sir John Stirling-Maxwell, Bart, M.P. There is accommodation in the
library for 8,500 volumes.

W10K.—At a meeting of the Committee of Wick Free Library, on
July 29th, a letter was read from Mr. Andrew Carnegie with respect to
the proposed new library buildings. The estimated cost is £ifi<xi, and
some time ago Mr. Carnegie promised half this sum on condition that
the other hal/ was raised locally. He now offers to contribute the whole
amount required if ,£1,200 is provided otherwise for endowing the library.
Mr. Carnegie adds : " If it gives Wick the pleasure to receive that I have
in giving this, both parties will be more than satisfied."

WIOAN.—The Seventeenth Annual Report of the Librarian (Mr.
Folkard) records an increase in the use of all the departments. The
Library possesses, exclusive of pamphlets, 44,262 volumes. The issues
of books in the lending library, numbered 84,000, and the Sunday attend-
ances numbered 15,754, an increase on the previous year of 1,34a A new
branch library and reading room for boys and girls have been presented
to the borough, by Sir Francis Sharp Powell, Bart., M.P., and is very
largely used. The hours of opening are 5 p.m. till 9 p.m., and on
Saturdays 1.30 pjn. till 9 p.m. The building and furniture cost Sir
Francis /3,60a The library has received several valuable donations
during the year, including six large folio volumes of original specimens
of oriental penmanship ; a large collection of papal bulls, edicts, banns,
indulgences, &o, ranging from 1580 to 1690, from the Borghese collec-
tion ; and a folio volume of photographs of bindings, historic and artistic,
belonging to the Earl of Crawford. The report repeats a former com-
plaint of the inefficiency of the system of gas lighting in use.

WORTHING.—The Town Council have decided, by a majority of
one, to acquire at a cost of ,£3,000, a piece of land in Chapel Road for
a site for a free library.

Jottings.
OUR attention has just been called to an able article on " The Public

Library Movement in the United States," by Mr. Joseph Leroy Harrison,
of the New York State Library, Albany, in the New England Magazine
(Kellogg, Boston) for August, 1894. It should be read by all friends of
the movement in this country for comfort and encouragement, for surely
what has been done in America may be done here. Our cousins began to
agitate in earnest a decade ahead of us ; is it too much to hope that in
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